
INCLUSIVITY DFT’s growth and award-
winning success grew from Reeves’ broad, 
inclusive and deep regard for “community” 
in community theater. To her, community is 
people. All people. And theater is a place for 
all people to feel at home, especially on stage. 
Community and theater need each other.

“With community theater, it’s about the 
process – making sure people feel valued and 
appreciated and know how much they mean 
to us, as well as having the opportunity to 
share their gifts,” says Reeves, a Valley native 
with an arts management background.

GROWING THE BASE Reeves also has a 
plan for growing community theater talent 
and audience. DFT supports actors of all 
ages. It has a robust youth theater program 
and welcomes adults returning to acting 
or those who have never acted but have a 
hankering for it. 

DFT, a program of the Foothills Community 
Foundation, is also intentional about 
nontraditional casting and selecting works of 

Putting “community”  
in community theater

diverse cultures. These are opportunities, 
still rare in the local theater scene, for 
talent in underrepresented populations to 
find roles. Hopes are high that this season’s 
In the Heights, opening March 30, will be as 
successful as Dreamgirls was two years ago.

DFT’s growth led to plans for a performing 
arts center. The multipurpose facility, a 
public-private partnership with Paradise 
Valley Community College and Foothills 
Academy College Prep, fills a need in the 
north Valley and adds another layer of 
meaning to Reeves’ idea of community 
theater. It is scheduled to open in fall 2020.

Concern for community drove Meribeth Reeves to help Desert Foothills 
Theater come back from the brink of extinction. She joined its board 
and later was named director. Today, after 11 years, DFT holds a place of 
distinction in Valley community theater. Reeves is the brains and, perhaps 
more importantly, the heart behind programs and practices that have 
impact beyond DFT’s north Valley home base.

Do you know an Arts Hero? Someone who 
works tirelessly to strengthen, improve and 
enhance the arts in our community?

Nominate him or her at onmediaaz.com
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